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long struggle, and the Lecompton Constitution
was submitted to a vote of the people in Kansas.
On January 4, 1858, they rejectee! it decisively.

Here, indeed, is an example of the passions
that were being aroused on the slavery issue.
Kansas and Nebraska both had a majority of
anti-slavery people; in the end, they would make
Kansas and Nebraska free states, although as
Territories they were unable to prohibit slavery.
But in the meanwhile every device that could
be adopted to extend slavery was being adopted
and the feelings between North and South were
being made increasingly hostile. What the
North feared was that gradually throughout the
Union slavery would become legal, though the
institution itself might not flourish everywhere;
what the South feared was that gradually slavery
might be made illegal everywhere.

And it was this issue which marked the crisis,
and which Abraham Lincoln now took up. His
opportunity came in 1858, when the time had
come round for Douglas to seek re-election to
the Senate as one of the Senators from Illinois,
His resistance to his own party antl to President
Buchanan over the Lecompton Constitution and
his insistence on the submission of the issue to
popular sovereignty had caused a break between
him and the Democratic leaders. The election
in Illinois was therefore of great significance. It
was a test of Douglas's position. If he succeeded,
he would be able to stand up against the
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